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NEWS RELEASE
TOO BUSY? TOO FAR AWAY? CYBERSPACE CLASSES
FROM UD TO REACH CATECHISTS ACROSS THE NATION

DAYTON, Ohio -They came to the University of Dayton from six cities in three states,
eager to collaborate on a new project that will take full advantage of today's technology to
provide quality adult religious education and faith formation courses for catechists across the
nation.
The "Virtual Learning Community for Faith Formation" will begin offering interactive
cyberspace courses in September. The partner dioceses are Cincinnati in Ohio, Indianapolis in
Indiana and all four dioceses in Kentucky- Louisville, Owensboro, Lexington and Covington.
The emphasis will be on learning in community, not independent study. "In the virtual
learning community, we are using the concept of a community of learners in cyberspace,"
explained Sister Angela Ann Zukowski, M.H.S.H., director of UD's Institute for Pastoral
Initiatives, which is coordinating the project. "Our goal is to explore and define the most
effective means for communicating academic excellence in course content as well as interactivity
among students and the instructors."
Zukowski and IPI faculty have piloted distance education courses with the Archdiocese
of Cincinnati and between the religious studies departments at UD and Chaminade University
in Hawaii. The initiative is directed toward research and development for exploring alternative
forms of teaching and learning in cyberspace.
Representatives from each of the partner dioceses came to UD to review course
descriptions and talk about final details.
"There is a high expectation for catechists to have good post-Vatican II theology and
catechetical skills," said Sister Kathy Gallo, O.S.U., director of religious education for the
Diocese of Owensboro in western Kentucky. "We have some very rural, out-of-the-way places
in the diocese. With the virtual learning community, catechists can get professional classes and
update their skills in interaction with others. And they don't have to travel, they don't have to
come to the 'big city."'
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A survey of the diocese found an "amazing number of people in our rural areas have
computers," she said.
Interactive courses offered on the Internet through the virtualleamin~ community will
range from "Images of Jesus, A Study in Christology" and "The Virgin Mary in Scripture and
Tradition" to "Tips, Techniques and Tools for Using the Internet in Religious Education." About
five courses will be offered during the first session, followed by a one-week break and then
another five courses.
Patrick Guentert, director of catechetical services for the Diocese of Lexington in central
and eastern Kentucky, expects parish teachers as well as Catholic school teachers in the 50county area to take part and benefit. "We can really reach out to people we have trouble getting
to, either because of distance or remoteness," he said.
"It's important that catechists get a broader sense of church, that they have confidence
that they know about their faith," Guentert said. "They will pass that on to people who are
learning from them, whether they are children or adults."
Courses, which will be Web-site based, will last five to seven weeks, and the cost will be
$40 per course. Some will feature on-line materials while others may require a textbook. Each
course will be limited to 12 participants to maintain a small community learning experience,,and
access to the Web sites will be protected by passwords. E-mail and chat rooms may be used for
exchanges between students and instructors.
Courses may meet diocesan requirements for certification and some may be offered for
graduate credit from the University of Dayton.
Full information on the "Virtual Learning Community for Faith Formation" is available
at the Institute for Pastoral Initiatives' Web site at http:/ /www.udayton.edu / -ipi.
Registration, available on the Web site, will open for Kentucky, Indiana and Ohio residents in
May, followed by general registration in August. Waiting lists may be established for courses in
demand.
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NOTE TO EDITORS: Diocesan representatives taking part in the planning meeting at UD were:
•
Cincinnati- David Riley, regional director of the office of religious education,
and Jane Pierron, regional director of the northern office of religious education.
•
Indianapolis - Barbara Fox, associate director for the office of Catholic
education, and Harry Dudley, associate executive director for faith formation.
•
Louisville -Sue Grenough, director of catechetics.
Owensboro- Sister Kathy Gallo, O.S.U., director of religious education.
•
•
Lexington- Patrick Guentert, director of catechetical services.
•
Covington- Sister Stella Gough, O.S.B., associate director of catechetical
services, and Larry Bowman, director for Catholic education.

